A splicing mutation accounts for the lack of p53 gene expression in a CML blast crisis cell line: a novel mechanism of p53 gene inactivation.
Alterations of the p53 anti-oncogene have recently been found to occur frequently in the blast crisis of chronic myelocytic leukaemia. The p53 gene may be altered by gross structural alterations or by point mutations in the coding sequence. We now report a novel mechanism of gene inactivation in a blast crisis cell line where a mutation in a splice donor site at the 5' end of the fifth intron of the gene interrupts RNA processing and gene expression.